


This free leaflet is designed to explain briefly
the effect of conservation area designation.
The implications of designation are dealt with
in more detail in a booklet of the same name
’Conservation Areas in South Derbyshire’,
which includes maps of all the District’s
conservation areas and can be purchased from
the Council. Conservation Area boundaries can
also be viewed on the Councils website
(www.south-derbys.gov.uk) by clicking on the
interactive mapping icon or the Conservation
Areas web page at www.south-derbys.gov.uk/
Environment/Planning/ConservationAreas.htm.

Local planning authorities have a duty to
determine which parts of their areas are of
special architectural and historic interest, the
character of which it is desirable to preserve
or enhance, and to designate such areas as
conservation areas. They also have a duty to
publish from time to time proposals for the
preservation and enhancement of conservation
areas and to pay special attention to the
desirability of preserving or enhancing the
character or appearance of conservation areas
in exercising general planning functions.

Protection of unlisted buildings
Within conservation areas buildings (and this
includes boundary walls) cannot be demolished
unless conservation area consent to do so has
first been obtained. Where the building is held
to contribute to the special character of an
area it is unlikely that consent would be given
for its demolition.

Protection of trees
No tree can
be ‘topped,
lopped or
otherwise
affected’
unless six
weeks written
notice of the

intention to do so has first been given to the
local planning authority. If the authority takes
no action in that six-week period then the
works can proceed. However the authority
may decide to make a tree preservation order
and the tree(s) would become protected in the
usual way.

Listed buildings in conservation areas
Groups of listed buildings are at the heart of
most conservation areas. These benefit from
the same statutory protection as listed
buildings outside conservation areas. Listed
building consent must be obtained before any
works that affect their special historic or
architectural character can be carried out. The
listing applies to the whole building inside and
out, front and back and to any structure
attached to it and structures within its
curtilage (boundary) that were built before
July 1948. Further advice on listed buildings is
given in ‘Listed Buildings in South Derbyshire’
which can be purchased from the Council.

Development in conservation areas

The purpose of conservation area designation
is not to arrest development but to guide it so
that the special character of the area is not
harmed. New buildings must complement
established patterns and strengthen local
distinctiveness. Care is required in siting,
grouping and layout as well as choice of
materials and style, not forgetting that the
future appearance of a development is as
important as its present.

Design advice
Before applying for planning permission it is
advisable to contact the Council to discuss your
proposals. The Council’s staff will give
guidance to help you put forward a proposal
for which approval can be recommended. The
value of employing a suitably qualified
designer, ideally with a good track record of
conservation and listed building projects, to
draw up your proposals cannot be stressed too
highly. This will help to ensure smooth and
swift determination of your application.



Building Regulations
Compliance with the building regulations is
very important. However adopting standard
methods of compliance can prejudice the
special character of historic buildings and
areas. There are usually alternative methods
and sometimes the building regulations can
be applied more flexibly when there is a
potential conflict, provided that the main
health and safety aims of the regulations
are maintained.

Historic Building and Conservation
Area Grants
South Derbyshire District Council has
operated a general grant scheme for listed
buildings and other buildings of historic and
architectural importance in conservation
areas since 1990. The grants are discretionary
and the budget available has varied from year
to year dependent upon the Council’s overall
resources. The rate of grant assistance is up
to 40% of the cost of eligible works.

Eligible works include, the restoration of
missing or damaged external architectural
features, structural repairs and essential
external repairs to roofs, chimneys, brickwork,
stonework, lime renders, pointing, external
joinery, lead work and rainwater goods.

‘before’

‘after’

External painting can be included if it is
required as a result of an eligible repair.
Priority is given to restoration, where this will
enhance the appearance and setting of the
building, and to the repair of buildings at risk.

From time to time other grant schemes are set
up dedicated to a particular area. Currently
there is a Heritage Economic Regeneration
Scheme in operation in Swadlincote town
centre under which grants of up to 80% are
available.

Special planning controls
Local planning authorities have the power
to introduce stricter planning controls in
conservation areas by means of an Article 4
Direction. Where such directions exist
external alterations such as window and door
replacements and changes in roof coverings
require planning permission. Article 4
Directions exist in Melbourne, Shardlow,
Ticknall and Twyford Conservation Areas.

Enforcement of unauthorised works
Where work has been carried out without
planning permission and it seems to the
Council that such works are harmful to the
character and appearance of the conservation
area then an enforcement notice may be
served requiring remedial measures to be
taken. The power to serve enforcement
notices applies to all unauthorised works
requiring permission including those needing
permission as a result of an Article 4 Direction.

Buildings at risk in conservation areas
Local authorities have the power to serve
repairs notices requiring works urgently
necessary for the preservation of vacant
listed buildings to be carried out. If the
works are not completed within a specified
period the Council may undertake the work
and recharge it to the owner. With the
permission of the Secretary of State these
powers can be extended to cover an unlisted
building in a conservation area where its
preservation is important for maintaining the
character or appearance of the conservation
area.
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Schedule of Conservation Areas

Areas marked thus* were designated by Derbyshire County Council. Shardlow, marked thus**, was
jointly designated by Derbyshire County Council and South Derbyshire District Council. South Derbyshire
District Council designated all other areas listed above.

Area Date of designation Extended

1. Aston on Trent 12th July 1979

2. Barrow on Trent 24th November 1977

3. Bretby 27th May 1976

4. Etwall 10th April 1975

5. Kings Newton* 21st February 1979 12th July 1979

6. Lullington 24th November 1977

7. Melbourne* 12th February 1969 27th May 1976, 10th October 1991

8. Milton* 15th July 1971

9. Netherseal 13th July 1978

10. Newton Solney 12th october 1978

11. Repton* 17th July 1969 25th February 1982

12. Shardlow** 8th August 1975 9th July 1992

13. Smisby 13th July 1978

14. Stanton by Bridge 13th July 1978

15. Swadlincote 16th August 1990 22nd March 2001

16. Swarkestone 23rd November 1977

17. Ticknall* 17th November 1972 24th November 1983

18. Trent & Mersey Canal 19th May 1994

19. Trusley* 25th July 1968

20. Twyford 24th November 1977

21. Walton on Trent 16th January 1992

22. Woodhouses 16th January 1992


