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COUNCIL TAX – DISCOUNT DISREGARDS 
 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 
 
The basic Council Tax bill for any dwelling is made on the assumption 
that there are 2 adults living at a property as their sole and main 
residence. An adult is classed as somebody aged 18 years or over. 
  
Where there is only 1 adult resident a 25% discount will apply. If there 
are 2 or more adults resident there will be no reduction. 
 
When counting the number of residents, certain persons are 
disregarded and a discount may apply. See below for details about 
disregarded people. 
 
If you qualify for the Single Resident Discount and can also be 
disregarded, as set out below, then a 50% reduction can be granted, 
or in some cases a full exemption. 
 
Discount Disregards 
 
There are also circumstances where a 25% reduction in the Council 
Tax can be granted even if there is more than one adult living in the 
property. 
 
This can happen when certain members of the household are ignored 
– they are disregarded - in determining the number of adults living in a 
property and it leaves only one adult to be counted, e.g. if there are 
two adults and one is disregarded then a 25% discount is granted 
 
This leaflet covers those persons where a disregard will apply, subject 
to certain conditions, in the following circumstances: people in 
detention; apprentices and trainees; persons in receipt of Child Benefit 
and people who are permanently resident in a hospital or care home. 
 
There are separate leaflets and application forms for Carers, 
Students, the Severely Mentally Impaired and Care Workers. These 
are available from our website – www.south-derbys.gov.uk  

Persons in Detention 
 
A person will be disregarded if they are detained in a prison or hospital 
by an Order of a Court. This also applies to someone detained under 
the Immigration Act or Mental Health Act. (This disregard does not 
apply if a person has been detained due to non-payment of Council 
Tax or a Fine).  
 
Details of the establishment where the person is detained, the period 
of detention and, if known, a release date will be required to claim this 
disregard.  
 
Apprentice and Trainees 
 
A person will be disregarded if they are employed for the purpose of 
learning a trade or profession. They must be employed at a low wage, 
of less than £195 per week. This is to be substantially less than if they 
were qualified. They must be undertaking a training programme for 
National Council for Vocational Qualifications (NVQ) accredited 
qualification.  
 
Proof of Wages and the NVQ training programme must be supplied. 
 
Child Benefit  
 
A person will be disregarded if they still are in receipt of Child Benefit 
because they are still at school, or where it remains payable after 
leaving school until the beginning of September following. Proof of 
Child Benefit is required. 
 
Receiving Care  
 
A person will be disregarded if their main residence is in a hospital or 
care home. There must be no intention to return to their previous 
home. Care home includes a residential care home, nursing home or 
mental nursing home or hostel. The name and address of the 
establishment where the person is resident together with proof that 
residency is permanent is required.  
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How Do I Get A Discount? 
 
If you consider that you would qualify for a disregard then please 
complete the application form and return it the Revenue Office at the 
address shown on the back of this leaflet 

Discount Disregard Application Form 

Council Tax Account Number  

Name 

Address 

 

 

 

 

Disregard requested    

Date eligibility started  

Reason(s) for disregard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total number of residents over 18 living in the property 

 

If there are any residents who are under 18, but are ages 16 or 17 
please supply their names and date of birth below. 
Name                                                   Date of Birth 
 
Name                                                   Date of Birth 
 
Name                                                   Date of Birth 
 
Name                                                   Date of Birth 
 
Declaration 
 
I declare that the information given by me on this form is correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that failure to supply or 
giving false information is an offence for which a penalty may be 
imposed. I also understand that I must inform the Council Tax Section 
as soon as there is any change in the information. Failure to do so 
may also result in a penalty being imposed 
 
Signature                                                            Date   
 
Telephone                                         E-mail  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data Protection Act 
In line with Data Protection law we may use the information you give 
us to prevent or detect fraud or other crimes. We may also share it 
with other Council Services or public organisations if they need it to 
carry out their duties. 
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